= Global Publishing

Neya Global Journal of Non-Profit Studies
2025

Foundations of Research
Ethics in Non-Profit
Research

DOI: 10.64357/neya-gjnps-vz-imp-dt-cm-str-02

DR. ANNA NEYA KAZANS



Publication and System Notice

This publication forms part of the NEYA Global Independent Knowledge Ecosystem and the Non-Profit
Knowledge Architecture (NPKA) framework developed by Dr. Anna Neya Kazanskaia.

The work is connected to an integrated system of books, research publications, educational materials,
implementation frameworks, institutional modules, and structured knowledge architecture developed for the non-
profit and social impact sector. Metadata registration, DOI infrastructure, semantic indexing, publication
structuring, and long-term attribution architecture form part of the NEYA Global Publishing system.

This publication may be indexed, referenced, archived, processed, or analyzed by academic databases, search
engines, Al systems, semantic discovery systems, and institutional knowledge infrastructures.

Institutional, organizational, implementation, curriculum, consulting, training, database integration, Al training,
or system-level use of this material requires active licensing, written authorization, or formal institutional
agreement with NEYA Global Publishing.

Unauthorized reproduction, structural extraction, dataset replication, system cloning, redistribution, or external
training use of the publication ecosystem is prohibited.

NEYA Global Publishing
Independent Knowledge Ecosystem for the Non-Profit Sector

Version 1.0 | NEYA Global Publishing Publication Protocol



Foundations of Research Ethics in Non-Profit Research

Dr. Anna Neya Kazanskaia

NEYA Global | NEYA Global Publishing
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0009-5669-1676

DOI: https://doi.org/10.64357/neya-ginps-vz-imp-dt-cm-str-02

Abstract

Research ethics provide the foundation for responsible research, ensuring that studies are
conducted with integrity, transparency, and accountability. This article examines the
evolution, principles, and applications of research ethics within the non-profit sector,
emphasizing their critical role in protecting participants, enhancing data credibility, and
sustaining public trust. Historical milestones such as the Nuremberg Code, the Declaration
of Helsinki, and the Belmont Report established global frameworks that remain highly
relevant. Core ethical principles—respect for persons, beneficence, and justice—are
analyzed as essential for guiding ethical practice in diverse contexts. Special attention is
given to challenges in low-resource and developing country environments, where barriers
such as limited infrastructure, cultural complexities, and weak oversight mechanisms
complicate ethical implementation. Practical strategies including capacity-building,
community engagement, and strong ethical oversight are discussed as mechanisms to
overcome these barriers. By integrating theoretical principles with real-world applications,
the article highlights how ethical research practices strengthen organizational legitimacy,

safeguard participants, and enhance the social impact of non-profit research.
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1. Introduction

Ethical research practice is fundamental to both scientific credibility and social

responsibility. Within the non-profit sector, adherence to ethical principles is not optional
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but essential for safeguarding participants, upholding methodological rigor, and maintaining
stakeholder trust. In an era of increasing demand for transparency and accountability,
organizations that demonstrate ethical responsibility strengthen their legitimacy and enhance

their long-term impact.

2. Historical Evolution of Research Ethics

The history of research ethics demonstrates why global frameworks remain indispensable.
The Nuremberg Code (1947) established voluntary informed consent as a cornerstone of
ethical practice following wartime abuses. The Declaration of Helsinki (1964, revised
multiple times) expanded these standards, prioritizing participant welfare in medical and
social research. Perhaps most influential for contemporary frameworks, the Belmont Report
(1979) introduced the principles of respect for persons, beneficence, and justice after the
public revelation of the unethical Tuskegee Syphilis Study (1932-1972). These frameworks
established an international consensus on the protection of participants and remain

foundational references in non-profit and academic research.

3. Core Ethical Principles
3.1 Respect for Persons

Respect requires honoring participant autonomy through voluntary and informed consent.

This includes ensuring comprehension and safeguarding the right to withdraw.

3.2 Beneficence

Beneficence obligates researchers to maximize benefits while minimizing risks. This
principle compels non-profits to prioritize participant welfare over organizational or donor

agendas.

3.3 Justice

Justice ensures fairness in both the selection of participants and the distribution of risks and
benefits. It prevents exploitation, particularly of vulnerable groups, and promotes equity in

research outcomes.
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4. Ethical Challenges in Developing Contexts

Conducting research in low-resource environments intensifies ethical dilemmas. Limited
infrastructure and technological capacity may undermine informed consent processes.
Cultural differences and linguistic barriers complicate communication, while mistrust of
research can reduce participation. Weak or absent regulatory oversight in some regions

leaves organizations responsible for establishing their own ethical safeguards.

5. Practical Strategies for Ethical Research

Non-profit organizations can strengthen ethical practice by implementing several strategies:

e  Capacity Building: Training researchers and supporting local ethics review boards

ensures sustained improvements in ethical oversight.

e Community Engagement: Involving local communities in the design and

implementation of research promotes trust, relevance, and cultural sensitivity.

e  Collaboration: Partnering with local institutions enhances resource access and

contextual expertise.

* Robust Oversight: Establishing internal review processes where national

frameworks are absent ensures adherence to ethical principles.

These practices not only improve compliance but also contribute to long-term legitimacy

and sustainability of non-profit research efforts.

6. Conclusion

Ethical research is the foundation of credible, responsible, and socially valuable knowledge
creation. Historical precedents underscore the dangers of neglecting ethics, while
contemporary principles of respect, beneficence, and justice provide guidance for equitable
practice. For non-profits, particularly those in resource-limited contexts, adopting robust
ethical frameworks is essential for protecting participants, building trust, and ensuring data
reliability. By investing in capacity building, engaging communities, and strengthening

oversight, organizations can embed ethics at the core of their research practice. Ultimately,
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ethical research is not simply a requirement—it is a strategic necessity for sustaining

legitimacy, fostering accountability, and achieving long-term social impact.

References

*  Beauchamp, T. L., & Childress, J. F. (2019). Principles of biomedical ethics (8th ed.).
Oxford University Press.

*  Emanuel, E. J., Wendler, D., & Grady, C. (2000). What makes clinical research
ethical? JAMA, 283(20), 2701-2711. https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.283.20.2701

* National Commission for the Protection of Human Subjects of Biomedical and
Behavioral Research. (1979). The Belmont Report: Ethical principles and guidelines

for the protection of human subjects of research. U.S. Government Printing Office.

e Kazanskaia, A. N. (2025). Visualizing Impact: Data Communication Strategies.
NEYA Global Publishing.

e Kazanskaia, A. N. (2025). Qualitative Research Methods. NEYA Global
Publishing. https://doi.org/10.64357/qualitative-research-methods-2025

e Kazanskaia, A. N. (2025). Program Evaluation: Frameworks and Best Practices.
NEYA Global Publishing.

e Kazanskaia, A. N. (2025). Monitoring & Evaluation in International Development.
NEYA Global Publishing. https://doi.org/10.64357/monitoring-evaluation-

international-development-2025

e Kazanskaia, A. N. (2025). Ethical Guidelines and Standards in Non-Profit Research:
Principles, Oversight, and Local Adaptation. NEYA Global Journal of Non-Profit
Studies. https://doi.org/10.64357/neya-gjnps-vz-imp-dt-cm-str-05

e Kazanskaia, A. N. (2025). Informed Consent in Non-Profit Research: Principles,
Challenges, and Practices. NEYA Global Journal of Non-Profit Studies.

e  Shuster, E. (1997). Fifty years later: The significance of the Nuremberg Code. New
England Journal of Medicine, 337(20), 1436-1440. https://doi.org/10.1056/
NEJM199711133372006

4of 5



World Medical Association. (2013). Declaration of Helsinki: Ethical principles for
medical research involving human subjects. JAMA, 310(20), 2191-2194. https://
doi.org/10.1001/jama.2013.281053

Bryman, A. (2016). Social research methods (5th ed.). Oxford University Press.

Macklin, R. (2003). Bioethics, vulnerability, and protection. Bioethics, 17(5-6),
472-486. https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8519.00362

Sof5



